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At Global Sisters, we exist to make business possible for all women. Our values lead us to have a special relationship
with First Australian Sisters, as the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we call Australia.

Our core value of “Standing Tall”
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Global Sisters supports Aboriginal women through our online and face to face programs all over Australia, making
up 4% of our cohort (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people make up 3.3% of the Australian population).
When we are asked to deliver Global Sisters programs in a new location, we must first be invited in by the
traditional owners of the land and connect with the local Aboriginal community to better understand the history
and culture of that land.

www.globalsisters.org

Global Sisters and Aboriginal Communities
Over the last few years, we have had the opportunity to work more intensively with several communities of
First Nations women including Nowra in NSW, NE Victoria, Redfern in Sydney and Fish River in the Northern
Territory.
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Hume Region, NE Victoria
As part of a LaunchVic funded program, Global
Sisters connected with Aboriginal women in
Wodonga, Echuca, Barmah and Shepparton in the
Hume Region of NE Victoria to facilitate an enabling
environment for Aboriginal women interested
in business and self-employment. Our two local

Aboriginal staff members, alongside the broader
Global Sisters team, supported 29 Aboriginal women
to explore business as a possibility. 22 of those women
chose to take their business idea forward. Some
have incubated new businesses, some have pivoted
existing businesses and some are preparing to launch.

“There’s a lot Global Sisters can teach me. I’m in
my 60’s, slowing down and want to put time into
work I want to do.”

“Some of the hints from doing the Global Sisters course have
rubbed off on my daughter who is now able to be pointed in
the right direction from Global Sisters materials.”
A partnership between Global Sisters and Auspost created an opportunity for a number of these Sisters to
receive a free smartphone, together with a data plan for a duration of 12 months, in order to launch and run their
business. Global Sisters is remaining active in the Hume Region with a local Hub that continues to support these
Sisters to grow their businesses.

Fish River, Northern Territory
In 2017, Global Sisters worked with The Nature
Conservancy to support Pacific Island and Indigenous
Australian women to turn their conservation projects
into sustainable businesses.
Rangers and female leaders from Fish River
(Labarganyan country) in the Northern Territory
worked on their “big idea” to create an eco-cultural
tourism experience. In partnership with Bewilder,
Global Sisters has supported 20 women in Fish River
to develop enterprise skills and sustainable enterprise
concepts including the Wungeniwurr Culture Centre
eco-tourism initiative, a seed bank and six sole trading
businesses. Whilst the COVID shut down of travel and
tourism has put much of this work on hold, Global
Sisters looks forward to supporting the female Labu
Traditional Owners to do culturally appropriate,
sustainable business on country in 2021.

“I want my own business as a wildlife
photographer. Financial independence and
freedom of choice is important. I dream of
creating a rewarding pathway beyond the
limited traditional employment available
in my remote Nauiyu community.”
Chantelle, Labu woman

Chantelle is on a journey to turn her passion for nature and media savviness into a career, by providing
professional photography services to market local businesses. As a young Aboriginal Australian woman on
Labarganyan Country, Chantelle recognises the importance of keeping culture alive through photography and
storytelling. She is currently collaborating with Wungeniwurr Culture Centre to capture the essence of Fish River
in Northern Territory, to promote the launch of their 2021 ecotourism initiative.

South Coast, NSW
In 2018, Global Sisters worked with 20 young
Indigenous women on Yuin country in Nowra NSW.
They participated in the Global Sisters GLO Youth
Challenge, supported by Citi Foundation. Working
in teams, the young women learnt the skills and
confidence to develop their own business solution
to a real problem in their community.
In 2019, GLO was delivered again in Nowra, with our
partners Mission Australia and Waminda. 11 young
Aboriginal women began their entrepreneurship
journey by participating in the two day workshop
empowering them with entrepreneurship skills around
design thinking, digital literacy, branding and logo
design, and pitching, as well as the personal skills,
confidence, leadership, resilience and teamwork to
put the idea into practice.
The young women designed and delivered a business
idea to solve a challenge in their community that
they feel passionate about changing. Their business
solutions to mental health, fast fashion waste and
tourism traffic issues were outstanding, and their
confidence and skills to pursue business as a viable
alternative to mainstream employment was elevated.

Global Sisters GLO Youth Challenge
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Redfern, NSW
Global Sisters has been working with the The National Centre of Indigenous Excellence (NCIE) since 2019 to
make business possible for Aboriginal women in the Redfern area of Sydney.
Before COVID hit, we co-hosted a My Big Idea workshop at NCIE. In May NCIE hosted a virtual gathering for the
Community Champions of the Indigenous Digital Excellence program. 30 Community Champions gathered from
all over Australia via Zoom to participate in our My Big Idea workshop as part of the 5 day Virtual Gathering.
The workshop was facilitated by Adelle Laing, Global Sisters NSW/ ACT Manager, and Aunty Beryl from NCIE.
The workshop received positive feedback from all the participants who logged in from as far north as Darwin.
In August we held another My Big Idea workshop at NCIE and post COVID restrictions, we look forward to
supporting Aboriginal women in the Redfern area by partnering to offer a culturally appropriate adaptation of
our foundational business program, Sister School.

For many of the First Nations Sisters we work
with, it is culturally important to do the
programs with women from the same mob,
especially family. Sister Chats (social impact
interviews) highlighted the importance of
participating in the process together, with
the aim of giving back to the community,
collaborating amongst the different
businesses and making sure that all the
business ideas are connected to healing the
earth and respecting culture.

Impact
Global Sisters is supporting the creation of new businesses, founded by Aboriginal women across the county.
These businesses impact the founders financial resilience and wellbeing, as well as their influence and
connection. The businesses that are emerging are highly diverse, including:
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Gay, Gap Flat Track
Native Foods
Gay in NE Victoria has an agri-business, growing
murnong, a native Australian yam that was farmed
pre-European colonisation. Gap Flat Track Native
Foods was established with the support of Global
Sisters. Gay pitched at the 2019 Sister Pitch and
received start up funding and support. She is now
being assisted through our coaching program to
access pro bono business planning support provided
by an expert at Macquarie Bank.
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CASE STUDIES

Sissy, Deadly Culture Sis
Sissy is a proud Yorta Yorta woman from Barmah in regional NE Victoria and
founder of Deadly Culture Sis.
Sissy has been working in her community for around ten years, sharing culture,
dance and stories in schools and kindergartens. Word of mouth and community
presence has been her main form of exposure.
Participating in Global Sisters has allowed Sissy to start looking at Deadly Culture
Sis as a viable business rather than a voluntary activity to ensure the sharing of
culture among young people in the area. What Sissy has found particularly useful
is how the program has allowed her to look at her business with the support and
input of other Yorta Yorta women which is considered the appropriate way to do
business according to culture.
Sissy joined Global Sisters in early 2019 and participated in the My Big Idea
workshop and our foundational business education program, Sister School.
Global Sisters has supported Sissy to set up an ABN, set up a pricing structure
and develop her branding and marketing.

“Global Sisters has been able to help get my
business off the ground. Anything I’ve taken to
[them] they have helped with.”

Jo-Ann Wolles, Goanna Hut and T2
Jo-Ann is a qualified chef and proud Wiradjuri woman. She is one of the few female Indigenous chefs in Australia,
and she set up Goanna Hut to share her culture through bush inspired food. Jo-Ann in Sydney runs Goanna Hut
and Global Sisters secured a deal with T2 by Unilever for her native ingredient teas.
Read more about Jo-Ann here

CASE STUDIES

Celeste, Miluny Beauty

Corina, Amber Days

Celeste is a proud Darug woman from the
Barramattagal mob from the west Sydney region,
now living in AlburyWodonga. She is the founder
of Miluny Beauty. Her stunning natural clay based
products are being sold on the Global Sister
Marketplace. Celeste is now creating custom orders
for international brand Cristina Re and local ethical
homewares company Koskela, both of which have
been brokered by Global Sisters.

Corina is a proud Yorta Yorta woman and founder of
a Melbourne based children’s clothing brand, Amber
Days.

Read more about Celeste here

Read more about Corina here

GET IN TOUCH

Global Sisters supported Corina to launch her label
and access growth finance. She is now selling via the
Global Sisters Marketplace.

hello@globalsisters.org

www.globalsisters.org

